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Difining thepes. Shaping the

Tree Care, Allée Management

An allée is a path or drive lined with trees of sdlrubs with the intent of creating a
designed approach. An important part of many hisfmoperties, the long term care and
treatment of an allée is critical for the propdeipretation of a site. The integrity of the
allée is not based on individual trees but rathemrelationship and density of all of the
trees and shrubs that make up the allée.

Note: although identified for allée managementdhme basic guidelines for
management apply for other large scale collectiohknear plant material such as a
hedge row.

Guidelines for Allée Management
» Develop a management plan for each allée in tHeatmn. Each plan should
include:
o0 The history, evolution, and intent of the allédoth the original form and
during the period of interpretation
An inventory and conditions assessment of the iddad trees of the allée
Design dimensions of the original allée
Design precedents and regional comparisons
Are there other cultural features associated wighatlée
Is there infrastructure associated with the allée
An assessment of the integrity of the current allée
Analysis of the different management strategiegtertreatment of the
allée
0 Recommendation of a treatment plan based on tHgsahaf the options
0 A strategy for the continuing maintenance of tHéeahs a unit
» If an allée management plan is to be implementedstiould consider any other
infrastructure improvements that might be usefahatsame time.
» Continually monitor and maintain the individualéseand grading within the allée
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Technical Information for Allée Management
» Develop a management plan for each allée in tHeatmn. Each plan should
include:
o The history, evolution, and intent of the allédoth the original form and
during the period of interpretation. Some questittnask include:
Did the feature grow organically?
Was the allée planted at once or in stages? [Rwbilve over time?
Who designed the allée?
When was it planted?
What was intended by the construction of the allé@Pning
viewsheds, framing the approach to a feature?
» What is the setting and how does it affect the apgrece and intent
of the allée?
= Identification of the original species, the currepécies and the
species during period of interpretation
= Were the trees and shrubs intended to be prunediieolled)?
» What was the age of the trees when first estaldizhe
» What changes happened to the allée over time? Hewhe
organization treated the feature during its timewhership?
» Has climate change affected the species?
» What is the period of interpretation for the sitel avhat was the
appearance of the allée during that period?
» Historic images and documentation to support
0 An inventory and conditions assessment of the iddad trees of the allée
= See the property care white paper series on trecf@adetails on
inventory and assessment
o Design dimensions of the original allée
=  Were the trees and shrubs intended to be a siogiedouble row,
etc.
» What was the intended height at the time of instih and over
time
»  What was the intended spacing of the material
» What was the intended scale of the overall feature
o Design precedents and regional comparisons
» Is the allée unique or are there design precedents
» What other regionally local allées were designeor @round the
same time
0 Are there other cultural features associated vighatlée. Examples
include but are not limited to:
*» Roads and paths
= Walls and fences
* Primary structures such as the estate house ar lmtiidings like
barns, garden houses, etc.
= Structural elements like arbors, trellis or a gartigly
= Sculptural elements
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o Is there infrastructure associated with the allée
» Is there a water retention or distribution systehistoric or
modern
= Is there a lighting system — historic or modern
0 An assessment of the integrity of the current allée
= Evaluate integrity based on: location, designjrsgtimaterials,
workmanship, feeling, and association
» Has the allée deteriorated so much there is Iittlegrity left?
» What is the grading associated with the allée tohisand
contemporary
= Are there intrusions (power lines, etc) that compse the
integrity of the structure
» Have new trees been added over the years so éeecltrently is
a mix of old and young trees?
» [s it a healthy allée with strong integrity buhigssing only a
couple of trees?
0 Analysis of the different management strategiesgtertreatment of the
allée
» The analysis should weigh the pros and cons of apploach
based on sound preservation, environmental ancbedorrealities
= What is the core preservation approach and philogapthe site
» What are the different approaches based on thelsii@sophy
* Do nothing
» Total replacement
* Infill one tree at a time
» Other?
» What specie or species of tree do we use to repliinin the allée
= What is the environmental impact
= What are the infrastructure needs
= What are the maintenance needs
= What are the cost ramifications — installation amantenance?
o0 Recommendation of a treatment plan based on tHgsanaf the options
0 A strategy for the continuing maintenance of théeahs a unit
= How often do we bring in an outside consultantrialgze the
condition of the trees?
= How do we prioritize work within the allée?
= How do we treat gaps in the allée, current or Rur
» What specie or species of tree do we use to repiiin the
allée?
+ If an allée management plan is to be implementedstiould consider any other
infrastructure improvements that might be usefahatsame time.
o Upgrading below-grade utilities
o Burying utilities
o Road or path work
0 Auxiliary features supporting the allée (structyistatuary, etc)
» Continually monitor and maintain the individualdseand grading within the allée

Historic New England, 2011 Page 3 of 3



